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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING, COMMENTS TO PRINCIPALS 

559. Dr E. CONSTABLE to the Minister for Education and Training: 

(1) Is the minister correctly reported in the “Weekend Extra” supplement of The West Australian of 4 
September as telling school principals that unless he received certain education results he would “kick 
your arse”?  

(2) Is he also correctly reported as saying that the views of some principals were “bullshit” and “crap”?  

(3) Does he believe that it is acceptable that a Minister for Education and Training should use this language 
in explaining his educational views and aspirations?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 

(1)-(3) I thank the member for Churchlands for her very interesting question.  I preface my answer by saying 
that, when I say something, I expect and want people to understand exactly what I mean.   

Mr P.G. Pendal interjected.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have not finished yet.  No-one will ever be able to apply to me the new phrase that has 
entered into the Western Australian political lexicon; that is, people saying “tell the truth, Colin”.  No-one will 
ever be able to say to me “tell the truth, Alan”, because I say it as I see it.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In the end I, like everybody else in this Chamber and including the members for 
Churchlands and South Perth and the Leader of the Opposition, will be judged on my record.  We will be judged 
on what we have achieved in our time in Parliament.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That is how we will be remembered.  When I leave this Parliament I will be 
remembered for what I have achieved in politics.  I am quite confident that, if I left Parliament now, I would be 
remembered as having achieved far more than everybody sitting on the other side of the House.  

Mr M.J. Birney:  I am showing the “Alan Carpenter self-appreciation graph”.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will bring the graph later.  I know the member for Kalgoorlie is a fan of my graphs.  
Members opposite hate my graphs because they demonstrate the truth.  

Mr M.J. Birney interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Kalgoorlie!   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I was asked a question by Mark Irving of The West Australian - we had a long 
conversation, over about two hours - about what I had said to principals when I kicked the media out of the 
principals’ conference.  I told him that I had said to the principals that when people say to me that children from 
lower socioeconomic backgrounds cannot be expected to succeed at school, I think that is bullshit.  I said that to 
Mr Irving, because that is what I believe.  I find that assertion personally offensive, and I would be disappointed 
if, at least on this side of the Chamber, every single member does not also find that assertion offensive.  I also 
used the other words the member for Churchlands outlined in her question.  I do not apologise for having used 
those words in my interview with Mark Irving.  I did not use those words with the principals.  I did tell the 
principals that if anybody came to me and said that good results could not be expected - 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  This is an opportunity whereby the minister gets to answer a question.  It is 
not an opportunity whereby members get to comment every time he opens his mouth.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  If anybody, not just school principals - in fact, I was making a broad reference - comes 
to me and says that kids from lower socioeconomic backgrounds cannot be expected to get good results, and 
given where I come from and my view of the world, I will kick their arse.  That is what I said. 

Several members interjected.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member for Churchlands asked me the question. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Is that okay, Mr Speaker?  Is that okay?   

The SPEAKER:  I do not need the Leader of the Opposition’s advice.  I call the Leader of the Opposition to 
order for the third time.   

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr P.G. PENDAL:  The minister has stopped quoting.  He is using language in the first person.  Mr speaker, I 
ask you to rule that that language is unparliamentary in this Chamber.   

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Does the Leader of the Opposition want to be called to order again?  When I am on my feet, the 
Leader of the Opposition will not comment.  Does the Leader of the Opposition understand that?   

Particular phrases have been put to the minister and he is explaining those phrases.  It is almost impossible for 
the minister to answer a specific allegation that has been put to him other than to explain the circumstances about 
when that particular language was used.   

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The question was put to me in those terms and I am responding honestly.  Nobody will 
ever be able to say to me, “Tell the truth, Alan,” unlike people who say, “Tell the truth, Colin.”  I tell the truth.  I 
tell people what they need to hear.   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Would you use that language at home?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  If the member for South Perth wants to ask me a question, he should get on his feet.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the members for South Perth and Perth.  The Minister for Education and Training 
is answering the question.  Contributions are not needed from those members.   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Why does he not answer it?   

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for South Perth to order for the second time.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have responded honestly to the question that was asked of me.  What is more, I do not 
apologise.  If people remember me for the use of that phrase rather than what I have achieved, it will not worry 
me in the slightest.   
 


